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BOOK REVIEWS. ioi 

Treatise on the Law of Vendors and Purchasers of Real Estate and 
Chattels Real. By T. Cyprian Williams. Second Edition. In two 
volumes. London: Sweet and Maxwell, Limited. 1910, ign. pp. 
xlviii, 1-867, xxxiv, 869-1771. 

Mr. Williams has long been known to the profession on both sides of the 
Atlantic as the accomplished editor of the books of his distinguished father, 
Mr. Joshua Williams. The Treatise on Vendors and Purchasers, his magnum 
opus, has added to his reputation. We are glad to see that its merits have 
been so well recognized that a second edition is already called for. 

The law on the sale of land has developed in the United States on very 
different lines from those on which it has developed in England. Here the 
registry system is universal. The statutes establishing it are generally simple 
and short, but a great body of law has grown up around them. The vast 
amount of land belonging to the nation or to the several states has given rise 
to a great deal of law which is peculiar to conveyances of such land. The 
discovery of a great amount of mineral land has created a complicated body 
of mining law. The rest of the law of vendors and purchasers has been little 
affected by any statutes except the Statute of Frauds. 

In England the registry laws have had but a limited application. Only 
one chapter of Mr. Williams's treatise is devoted to the sale of registered land. 
It is seldom that there is any conveyance of Crown land. There has been no 
recent great discovery of mineral land. But there has been a great deal of 
legislation, especially in the second half of the last century, as to other matters 
concerning the sale of land. 

Of course, Mr. Williams has much to say about these statutes, which has 
little direct relevancy to any questions likely to arise in the United States, 
but it by no means follows that Mr. Williams's book is not of value to an 
American lawyer; on the contrary, the book abounds in thorough and inter- 
esting discussions on many matters entirely independent of these recent stat- 
utes, which throw light on the law of vendors and purchasers, and indeed on 
the law of contracts generally. 

We have noticed among the fundamental matters with which Mr. Williams 
deals: Sales by auction; restrictive covenants, or, as they are sometimes called, 
equitable easements; the fourth section of the Statute of Frauds; the discharge 
of contracts, and remedies for the breach of contracts, including suits for specific 
performance. We wish to call attention especially to what Mr. Williams has 
to say on mistakes and fraudulent misrepresentations. He has made a note- 
worthy contribution to this difficult part of the law. 

There is only one criticism we have to make, and that is one we should 
make to many law books. We wish Mr. Williams had distinguished the para- 
graphs by section numbers. These, it is true, somewhat mar the appearance 
of the page, and sometimes interrupt the continuity of the thought; but 
when a book is to become a classic, and be often reprinted, a division into 
sections furnishes a means of reference which is the same in successive editions, 
and is often a great convenience. J. c. G. 
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